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The Beverage Council of Ireland Position Paper

on the use of bisphenol a in soft drink packaging
Ireland’s soft drinks sector observes the highest standards of responsibility and accountability in all aspects of its business including packaging. The industry, therefore welcomes the clarity of the opinion of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) on the continued use of Bisphenol A (BPA) in packaging materials. 
Recent media reports have questioned the use of BPA in packaging materials. However credible independent authorities on both sides of the Atlantic have approved the continued use of BPA. The European Food Safety Authority
 has found no cause for concern nor did separate investigations by regulatory bodies and expert panels in France, Germany, Switzerland, Denmark, Norway and the United States. In fact, following from repeated scientific studies, EFSA has reconfirmed that BPA is safer to use than previously thought and has recommended raising the tolerable daily intake of BPA by a factor of five.

The Irish soft drinks industry is satisfied with the current scientific evidence and analysis of BPA. Beverage manufacturers maintain strict quality control to ensure that all their products are safe.  The soft drinks industry monitors very closely new scientific data on all the materials and ingredients and will continue to monitor any new findings on this substance. 

The BCI works closely with European and National Authorities such as the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) and the National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) to ensure the correct implementation of existing regulations and standards in respect to all its products and packaging. 
BACKGROUND 
What is BPA used for?
BPA is used to manufacture polycarbonate, a rigid plastic used to make beverage containers, infant feeding bottles, plates, mugs, jugs, beakers, microwave oven ware and storage containers. Another common use is in the production of epoxy-phenolic resins which form internal protective linings for cans and metal lids and coatings for water storage tanks and wine vats. 
How is it regulated?

BPA is permitted for use in food contact materials in the European Union, under Commission Directive 2002/72/EC of 6 August 2002 relating to plastic materials and articles intending to come into contact with foodstuffs. It is also permitted for food contact use in other countries such as the USA and Japan.
About the BCI

The BCI is the representative body for the Irish soft drinks sector, covering soft drink, fruit juice and bottled water products. It embodies approximately 60 companies country-wide, which in turn employ about 6,000 people in the manufacture and distribution of non-alcoholic beverages. Every year, the industry sells more than 800 million soft drinks in hundreds of different flavours, shapes and sizes through some 40,000 sales points throughout the country, generating in excess of €200 million in VAT revenue. 
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� www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1178710289744.htm
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