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The Beverage Council of Ireland response to publication of Final FSAI Bottled Water Report
1st December 2008

The Beverage Council of Ireland (BCI), which represents the majority of the producers and distributors of bottled water in Ireland, has responded positively to today’s report on bottled water published by the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI).  The members of the bottled water sector of the BCI reiterated their commitment to the highest quality standards of ensuring the safety and quality of bottled water for Consumers.  The BCI noted that the findings, now almost twelve months old, identified that a low number of products tested did not conform to the quality standards set out under European Communities (Natural mineral waters, spring waters and other waters in bottles or containers) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 225 of 2007).  Immediate remedial actions were taken where appropriate in consultation with FSAI; no member company was involved in a product recall.
The BCI has taken on board the recommendations of the FSAI in its report and its members continue to remain vigilant. The bottled water sector of the Beverage Council of Ireland is governed by strict laws at both a national and European level to protect consumers. Bottled water production is one of the most regulated and independently tested industries worldwide.  The BCI together with the FSAI and National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) developed a comprehensive standard for the Bottled Water industry in Ireland (IS 432) which has been adhered to for some years.
The BCI continue to work closely with all the relevant regulatory and safety authorities including FSAI, NSAI and the Department of Health to ensure that our standards are maintained at the highest level and encourage companies outside of our membership to do likewise. As part of this process, the BCI along with the FSAI and NSAI are currently reviewing the National Standard IS 432:2005.  
The BCI greatly appreciates the role and the work of FSAI and continues to work in partnership with all food safety and regulatory bodies.
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For more information, please contact Gaynor Hickey at 01 460 0811
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